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Division 19: Gascoyne Development Commission, $1 419 000 — 

Mr J.M. Francis, Chairman.  

Mr B.J. Grylls, Minister for Regional Development.  

Mr S.G. Yule, Chief Executive Officer. 

[Witness introduced.] 

Mr V.A. CATANIA: I refer to the second dot point on page 271 of the Budget Statements under the heading 
“Significant Issues Impacting the Agency”, which states that social and justice issues, particularly in Carnarvon, 
continue to be a growing area of concern. There has been a lot of media attention on Carnarvon lately, some of 
the reporting of which was true and some of which was fuelled by people for various reasons. Can the minister 
elaborate on what justice issues are being presented to the Gascoyne, and the Carnarvon in particular, and on 
how he is addressing some of the social issues? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I thank the member for North West. I will hand this over to Mr Yule. When those issues 
broke in The West Australian, the member for North West and I visited Carnarvon and asked the Gascoyne 
Development Commission to take a lead role in working with the community on finding out where the gaps 
were, what the problems were and what could be done to resolve some of the easy challenges and what could be 
done about addressing some of the less easy challenges. 

Mr S.G. Yule: There was a lot of ongoing work to be done on social development issues but the media publicity 
earlier this year brought it to a head. A youth strategy is being prepared for Carnarvon. The youth there do not 
have enough to do. There is some talk about possibly using the Olive Laird Memorial Hostel, which is our old 
aged-care facility, as a young offenders’ facility. Generally, all the young offenders have to go to Perth. We are 
looking at a range of issues to improve local services. The Gascoyne Aboriginal Heritage Cultural Centre is 
proving to be a shining light for Indigenous facilities and services. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: To add to that, the Carnarvon Police and Citizens Youth Club was a recipient of a grant 
under the first round of the regional grants scheme. The PCYC does a good job in providing after-hours activities 
for the young kids who could find themselves in trouble if they do not have good, structured outcomes. 

Mr V.A. CATANIA: Unfortunately, the PCYC was closed for renovations—using royalties for regions 
funding—when a lot of the media hit town. It was an unfortunate set of circumstances. The minister has also 
made an announcement about the Clontarf Academy. Is that part of the government’s strategy, or is that a part of 
a combination of approaches to deal with some of the social issues? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: Gerard Neesham won the WA Citizen of the Year Award in the past couple of days off the 
back of this project. The Clontarf Academy provides an impetus to be engaged in good, positive activities, as 
opposed to negative activities. Certainly the establishment of a Clontarf Academy in Carnarvon will be an 
important step in the right direction.  

[4.00 pm] 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The minister will note that for each of the development commissions, for instance, the 
South West Development Commission — 

The CHAIRMAN: Member for Rockingham, we are dealing first with division 19, Gascoyne Development 
Commission.  

Mr M. McGOWAN: Sorry. I assumed we were dealing with them all at the same time. For the Gascoyne 
Development Commission, at the bottom of page 270 there is a line item that states, “Recashflow Royalties for 
Regions — Regional Grants Scheme”. Can the minister explain that? The same line item is found for each of the 
development commissions. We learned from the Treasurer during a recent debate that “re-cashflow” means that 
promises have been pushed out into future years. Is that what is being done here? 

[Mr A.P. O’Gorman took the chair.] 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I am happy for Stephen Yule to answer that question. 

Mr S.G. Yule: The “Major Spending Changes” table on page 270 talks about the re-cashflow of the royalties for 
regions regional grants scheme. The re-cashflow of the royalties for regions regional grants scheme was affected 
by a change in the royalties allocation and the timing of milestone payments for grants. In April, the commission 
was advised of a reallocation. The estimated actual for 2009–10 is $3.267 million, reduced from the original 
$7 million. This leaves a total estimated actual reduction, or a re-cashflow, of royalties for regions of 
$3.733 million. The budget estimate for 2010–11 is $6.298 million, reduced from the original $10 million that is 
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shown in the previous budget. That leaves a total estimated budget reduction, or a re-cashflow, of $3.702 million 
as shown. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Does that mean that because there has been a $10 million reduction for each of the out 
years, funding has been removed for each of the out years? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I will answer that. Essentially, the development commissions have their direct allocations 
made to them. We talked earlier in budget estimates about the figure of $300 million recurrent and $200 million 
capital over the out years. That will be under the discretion, I suppose, of the Regional Development Council. 
The Regional Development Council will come back to me with recommendations on the split of that funding. 
So, essentially it has come out to go back in. That might be the best way to explain it.  

Mr M. McGOWAN: I am still not getting it. Is that money available to the development commissions to be 
spent on regional grants, or not?  

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: No. Those figures that the member is referring to is the amount that has been reduced to the 
commissions. However, that money appears elsewhere in the budget, under those two headlined line items. That 
totals that $500 million over the forward estimates of the budget. We are seeking advice from the Regional 
Development Council—Graham Thomson spoke to members earlier—about the best way to split that money 
into the future. So essentially in last year’s budget, we did the split. What we have done now is that in globo 
funds have been allocated to the regional development and lands agency, with the Regional Development 
Council to advise us on the best break-up of that funding for contestable grant rounds, strategic funding 
initiatives, and, as I said, the capital work programs of government. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: So it was initially envisaged that that money would be allocated to each of the 
development commissions to undertake this sort of work, and now the minister is taking that money out of the 
development commissions and is giving it to the Regional Development Council to provide advice to him on 
how to spend that money? Is that right? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: Yes. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: So when the minister said earlier that the development commissions would be beefed up 
to undertake these more discretionary spending roles, that does not include this? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: As I said, we made allocations previously—that is, the $63 million that the member has 
talked about was $7 million for each of the development commissions. The out years had $10 million attached to 
them. Now, as we have grown the program and how we want it to work, we have taken that money out of the 
forward estimates and put it into line items in the budget, and the Regional Development Council will be giving 
me advice on the best split of that money. Substantially more money has notionally been allocated to the 
development commissions and the Regional Development Council than was the case previously. It was not 
possible to have that line item taken out, because I have not yet received that advice from the Regional 
Development Council. Stephen may want to add to that. 

Mr S.G. Yule: In simple terms, the Regional Development Council is going through the process of setting the 
priorities for each of the commissions on a statewide basis. If an individual commission has a major project that 
is worth more than $5 million or more than $10 million, or whatever, and that is put before the Regional 
Development Council, that individual commission will now have the opportunity to host a far larger project than 
it may have had the opportunity to do previously. I think that is the simple explanation. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: The aim of this, member for Rockingham, is that we have done one contestable round with 
$3.5 million. This year, the contestable round is $5 million. We believe that we are starting to get to the extent of 
projects that will deliver positive outcomes from that quantum of money. Therefore, we are now moving to 
bigger and more strategic projects. I think that is something that the opposition has argued for—namely, that we 
should not focus just on footpaths and bathroom facilities; we should focus on bigger region-building projects. 
The way in which we have allocated this funding will allow the development commissions to start to 
contemplate that. 

The appropriation was recommended. 
 


